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TO Re fering Westminster to sink into a family 

ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER. | borough were dwelt upon, and it was re- 
Lerrer Ill, solved to cal] a ppblic meeting of the elcge 

GENTLEMEN ; 
When, in.my last letter, I was endea- | per person; or, in other words, of some 
vouring to. warn you against the effects of | other person than the Lord, and, that other 
being handed to and fro, like a family | person, it was clearly understood, was Mr, 
borough, 1 had been informed, that Mr. | SHeripan himself, With these sentiments 
SHERIDAN meant to offer himself to you, as | in their minds, and with this object: before 
the successor of Mr. Fox; and, though I | them, the meeting adjourned, to Thursday, 
should greatly have preferred an indepen- the 18th instant, then to become, at the 
dent man, though I should have preferred a | Crown and Anchor Tavern, a public. mect- 
man unplaced to Mr, Suexipan, who and | ingof the Electors. How, at (his meeting, 
whose son together receive about’ 7,000 | he amused some of you, and melied others, 
a year out of our taxes, yet, Mr. Suexipan, | with his pathetic descriptions ; how he drew 
even with all his recent conduct before me, your attention from the vbicct of your as- 
with all his tergiversation and abandonments, | sembling ; how he first divested you of your 





with all his shrinking from the tasks to which || public ieélings in order to lead you to an; 


he was solemnly pledged, and with all his | abandonment of your public duty, his speéch, 
silence upon the subject of the bills, which | imperfect as the feport of it must necessarily 


he denominated acts of unbearable tyranny, | be, will explain, But, yet, [I must cous 


upon the subject of parliamentary reform, | fess, that 1 was grievoysly mortified at'thé 
and many others; even Mr. Suekipan, | apparent want of indignation in you, wheu, 
with all tais his conduct beforé me, appear- | upon the mere paltry pretest of fulfidfing 
ed to me gteatly preferable to the Lord that | what would have been the wish of his. de- 
had been offered to you; because, by the | 

choosing of that Lord, it seemed very clear, | «© of the city,” he had. the boldness to pro- 
that Westminster would, in fact; place it- | pose to you as a_ proper represeutative,. the 
self upon a level with Op Sarum, or Gar- | very Lord, for the pipes purpose , of op- 
| 
| 
| 
| 





TON, or any such borough. “But, with all | posing whom, he himself had caused, you, 
hy suspicions, as to thé motives and-con- | to be convened! You did, inceed, reyocy. 
duct of Mr. Snernipan; with all my doubts | and decidedly reject, the proposition; aud, 
ot his ever acting. but from,some motive | I am inclined to believe, of the resolution, 
Closely connected with self; with al! my ex- | in compliment of Mr. Sugsipan . wes 
perience as to his twisting and turning, I | smuggled up amongst some half-dogen, -of 
really was deceived, and 1 had not the ‘least | hits friends ; but, what I would hava, fits 
suspicion, that, when, ‘at ‘his instigation, |. Heard from you, what was necessary to. your 
yon had beeni called together, the purpose reputation,, was, aysesolyution expressive, 0 
was to transfer. you to. the. Lord, .agaipst, | your indignation at such a barefaced attempt 
ore becoming your representative he, had, | to treat you like a transferrable properly, 
at nealing privately called by binjself, said —Now,. GentLemey, as to his pretend 
«i that his mind Goukt suggest, ‘and that his, | ed reason for declining. the, contest, hos 
Cojuence could express. “This meeting was,, | came he to suppose, that Mr. Fox, .if he 
Pit gs ni at his quarters im So-, | had been consulted previous to hig death, 
He th piace, ol Sunday, the’ 1Ath ipstent. would have recommended an aquiescenge in 
ere called’ together all “those yperrons | any thing, rather than “‘ disturb the. peace, 

S wy the city?” What dees he mean by 


Hee Ate fo aid‘him in a ‘ean- 
fst for Westinigs er, and particularly,.se-. » “* disturbing the peace ?’, Is, it,to. dyeturb 








¥ i} ; -i 2 - ~~ | gh. 
veral a PS a with | the, press, } the peace to hold an election? JE 9). 49 
had better have no more-elections,. Bf Wem 
o } i ak als 


Ae 1ischiefs' to be apprelended ‘from. .stxf- 


tors to agree upon the nomination of a pro- 


ceased friend, in not **, disturbing the peace 
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be better for the ministers to nominate all 
the inembers, at once, without’ any re- 
ference to the choice of the people. But, 
Gentlemen, this is now a faslrionable phrase ; 
and, that wé may have nothing left to 
wonder at, the Whigs are the first to make 
use of it. Yet, howcame Mr. Sueripan 
to suppose, that Mr. Fox would have been 
averse fro: fa disturbance of the city's peace? 
Mr. Fox, who had been a disturber (if we 
must pp on with the notion) of that peace 
all his political life-time? Or, did Mr. 
SHERIDAN mean to infer, that six months of 
office and salary had opet rate Jupon the mind 
of Mr. Fox a convittion of the errors of the 
former twenty years of his life ?——But, 
after all, if we were foolish enongh ; if we 
were idiots enough to believe, that this 
was the real motive from which Mr. 
SHERIDAN gave way to the Lord, may 
we not ask how this motive came to 
have no influence with him previous to 
the calling of the meeting at his quar- 
ters at Somerset House? ‘The Lord had al- 
ready been announced as acandidate. The 
Lord was the same then that he was on the 
next Thursday. And, how did it come to 
pass, that Mr. Suerrpan did not, af that 
time, discover, that it would have been the 
wish of his deceased friend, that the peace 
of the city should not be ‘disturbed : > He 


was, at that time, fully apprized of the in- 


tentions of the Lord, with whose father's 
Steward he is in close intimacy ; in fact, the 
Lord’s intentions and pretensions were the 
subject of discussion at Somerset House, 
where it was agreed to support Mr. Sueni- 
DAN against him; and, therefore, to some 
other motive than thé unmeaning one, held 
out at the meeting, you must ascribe his at- 
tempt (and J am afraid, sugcessful one) to 
transfer you to the Lord. There was, in- 
deed, a threet thrown out in a ministerial 
paper, that Mr. Suertpan should Jose his 
place if he opposed the Lord; and, fam of 
opinion, that such would have been the case ; 
but, if a fear of losing his place ‘had been the 
sole object beforé him, that fear-would have 
operated with him previous to the meeting 
at Somerset House as well as afterwards ; 
and, "upon a view of the whole of the trans- 
action, it ri pe clear to me, that, from the 
beginning, he was in concert with the Lord 
a his ri ard; that the meeting at So- 
merset House, and ‘the advertisement for a 
publié’ meeting, were for the purpose of 


tthg any other candidat€from coming 

Swag aeion ‘the “Lord, and for Keeping 

the Eléctors“in a state of ' suspense, unti! it 
: tod “late for’ thém to fix upon’ a 


totepresent them:———This is 
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the only interpretation of which his conduct 
admits. What is to be his reward, I shall 
not pretend to predict; but, you may have. 
the satisfaction to assure yourselves, that you 
will have to contribu'e towards it, whatever 
it may be. His scheme has not, however, - 
completely succeeded ; for, besides, that 
you seem not satisficd with his nominction, 
the Lord does not appear to treat it with any 
great degree of respect, another méet- 
ing having been called, where the Lord 
has again been nominated by Mr, Wanr- 
BREAD, as if the first had been something 
clandestine, a sort of Gretna-Green union 
between you and the Lord, and as if the 
bridegroom was rather ashamed of the priest 
and doubted of the ¢ fficacy of his functions. 

But, it is for you, Gentlemen, and for 
your country, that the deep mortification 
and disgrace is reserved, uniess you instantly 
bestir yourselves; unless you instantly fix 
upon some man, some commoner of real in- 
dependence, as your representative. Let 
me hope, that your couduct will be such as 
to prove that you abhor being transferred 
from hand to hand like a family borough ; 
let me hope, that you will not, like ‘the 
crowd described by the poet, in the words 
taken for my motto, seal the contract with 
shouts of applause. If you’ must submit, let 
it, for God's sake, be with every mark of re- 
Inetance ; with a firm resolution to retrieve 
your honor as soon as possible ; and, above 
all things, with a solemn vow, never again 
to be inade tools in the hands of Mr. Sueari- 
DAN. With the hope, that there are some 
amongst you, who will: not reject 
this advice, I remain, 

Gentleme en, 

Your humble and obedient servanf, 

Botley, 25th Sept. 1906, Wm, Consett. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Nationat Dest. My able correspon- 
deat, Decivs, in page 403 of the preceding 
sheet, made use of arguments with the view, 
as he states, of maintaining the position, 
that, ‘if the natior be now in a perilous si- 
* tyation, that peril would rather be aggra- 
“© vated than diminished by its ceasing to pay 
* interest on its delt."——If this position 
can be mainfained, I agree with him, that 
“ all considerations as to the’ justice of 
1 Was tx; Sess payment would, i in a great 
ecome superfluous.” But, ve 
opinion is, that it cannét be maintained, as 1 
ink, it will a r, from ba nn examination 
of the tnents, wltich ‘he has naade use 
{tH the finepose ——First, however ,1 mitist 
babe SPB be taps yp ‘Be Babject of ery, 
a what he calls abit terms tows 
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435] 
those who. live by fund-dealing. He was 
aware that I had the sanction of the great 
Lord Chatham for all the terms I had used ; 
and, therefore, he observes, that no name, 
however great, cam sanction such use, I 
stand. corrected; and will, in future, take 


care, when I shall have occasion to speak of 


toads, adders, efts, weasles, and rats, to bear 
in mind, that these animals are what God 
created them; that, at the same time that 
they were created, appropriate prey was 
created for them; that they have a right to 
pursue that prey; and that to call them 
Joathsome, poisonous, or mischievous ani- 
mals, is to be guilty of gross abuse and in- 
justice.. Agreed, that the use of what he 
calls abusive language adds nothing to the 
force of the argument; agreed also, that 
when dispntants have recourse to language 
really personally abusive, ‘‘ it betrays a con- 
‘“ scious deficiency in point of argument.” 
But, has there been trom me, with regard 
to the fund-dealers, any thing like personal 
abuse heard? It is the eccupation; itis the 
calling ; it is the cause of mischief which is 


SEPTEMBER 27, 1806.— National Delt. 





SS om es 


the object of abhorrence ; but, in describing | 


the etiects of that cause, it is next to impos- 
sible to separate the act from tle agent; and, 
though an argument gains nothing from the 
use of afusive terms and epithets, yet it gains 
much from the use of such as are strong!y 
and truly descriptive of the act or the thing 
spoken of, As leading to the general.and 
concluding position above-stated, Decius 
lays dawn, by inference at least, the follow- 
ing ones: 1, ‘That, as the fund-holders, or 
annuants, make part of the nation, and as 
they would be reduced to poverty by the 
ceasing to pay their annuities, they would, 
by the same measure, be rendered incapable 
of paying taxes, and that, therefore, upon 
the whole, the nation would not be a gainer, 
though those who are not fund-holders, or, 
to use his own term, who are non-annuitants 
would be gainers. If we take this ques- 
tion in a pojnt of view merely pecuniary, 
and if we regard it as a matter of ne impor- 
tance whether a considerable portion of the 
people be-paupers and slaves, or whether 
they be comfortable and comparatively inde- 
pendent ;. if we regard the nation as contain- 
Ing a, mass-ot, wealth, from the distrilution 
of which no,injury, or,inconyenience can 
arise, the only object being totake care that 
the sumtolal Le not dimanished 5 if we were 
(0. .emter upon the question with admitting 
this, thea, indeed, it would be absurd to 
tak about evils arising from. the weight of 
‘4kation; for, in that case, taxation, could 
Hever, produce anyevil at all. Fifty thou 
and pounds. in apnuilbes ( f believe, that is 
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about the sum) have this year, for instance » 


been added to the incomes of ceria 
branches of the Royal Family, and this sum 
must, of course, be annually pad by the 
people in taxes. But, ‘‘ what of tit?” 
will Decius say. What. of that; this 
£50,000 still remains in England; and 
what is the difference to the nation, whether 
the people enjoy it themselves, or whether 
it be enjoyed by the Royal Family ? Cut off 
this addition to the taxes, will he say, and 
what do you do? Why you cut off from the 
Royal Family the capacity of paying £5,0C0 
a year in tax upon income! The greater the 
annuity, the greater the amount of the tax ; 
and, of course, ail our notions about the in- 
jurious effects of singcure places and pen- 
sions are grossly erroneous. . We have been 
eroping in the dark all this while; al) our 
ideas about private property have been eu- 
gendered by a sickly imagination; and the 
uation of Qupg, where the people never can 
acquire any property at all; where the tax- 
gatherer leaves the people just enough suste- 
nance to keep bedy and soul together, ‘is, af- 
ter all, in as good a state as we are, seeing 
that it would be wo gainer if the fruit of the 
people's laboyr.remaived with (hem, ins‘ead 
of being squeezed from them by the Zemin- 
dars and the, Aumils,- Remove the Zemin- 
dars and the Aumils ; annihilate them, and 
wuet do you thereby:effect.2, says Decius, 
Why, you render them incapable of paying 
taxes to the government; they being so ren- 
dered incapable, the taxes nuust come direct- 
ly from the people to the government ; and, 
therefore, upon the whole, the nation would 
not be a gainer. There.is no medium. The 
argument to be good for any thing, must go 
the whole length. If it be true, that a nation 
can, without any injury to it, pay annuitics 
to the amount of 230,000,000 a year out 
of its labour and produce, it can pay, without 
injury, annuities to the amount of the whole 
of its labour and produce. Nor is it of any 
consequence to this argument, whether the 
annuitants be many or few in number, or 
whether there be only one annuitant; for, 
the whole of the wealth stilk remains in the 
nation; the one annuitant is part of the na- 
tion; and, as he would, by the taking away 
of his annuity, be rendered incapable of 
paying the taxes, the taxes would fal] upon 
the people, and the nation would not be a 
gainer! A most comfortable doctrine for the 
people. of Ovune!———IJ. But, from. the 
ceasing to pay the anuuities, of the. fund- 
holders and otbers. (for, there is no diifer- 
ence as to the effect), there would, Decius 
says, arise a positive snjury.eyen to the pecu- 
niary concerns of the nation; for that (and 
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] beg the reader to mark the reason) many 
of the annuitants together with the persons 
who gain their livelihood by furnishing an- 
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| would, in all probability, become paupers, 


But, [ am by no means prepared to allow, 


_ that the number would be great; for, in the 


nujtauts with luxuries, would come fo be | 


maintained by the parish, which would cause 
an immense addition to the partsh rates. 

Now, supposing, for the mere sake of the 
argument, that the poor laws would remain 


first place, the sam total of the wealth in the 
nation would remain what it was ‘before ; 
and though the 30 millions a year, now paid 


| to the annuitants, would, when remaining 
_in the hands of the non-annuitants, certainly 


entirely unaffected by the annihilation of the | 
national debt, and granting that some of the | 


apnuitants would naturally fall immedistely 
upon the parish, though my opinion is that 
the numter: would’ be very small indeed, 
supposing this to be the case, does Decivs 
imagine, that every on¢ must not perceive, 
th if, of those who are now patupers, a great 
part would, by the amnihilation of the na- 
tional debt, ‘be restored to hberty and pro- 
perty3 It may be convenient for his argu- 
ment to overlook the power which taxation 
(as was, I think, clearly shewn in page 232 
of the present volume) has of creating pau- 
pers ; it may be convenient for him to over- 
look the fact, that the paupers of England 


not be expended in luxuries to the extent 
that it now is, some of it would stil? be: ex. 
pended in that way. And, in what Jaw of 
nature or of reason is it that Decivs has dis- 


| covered, that those who have once been em- 


ployed in furnishing forth luxuries, in ad- 


| ministering to the pleasures and vices of 


men, are incapable of being converted to 
different uses? Where has he ‘discovered 
that the footman, who came from the plough 


| tail, has not the power to return to it? 
| Where has he discovered, that the maker of 


suk shoes is under the necessity of starving, 
rather than work upon leather ? That bawds 


| and pimps and the subjects of the commerce, 


have ’gone on increasing with its debt ; it may | 


be convenient for him to suppose, that, the 
cause having been removed, the effect will 
continue; but, I imagine, that all those 
who consider what are the natural and inevi- 
table effects of 30,000,000 a year being 
raised in this country; who considers how 
much idleness, Juxury, and vice it must pro- 
duce on the one hand; how much hardship 
and misery it must produce on the other; 
and how ai! these tend to the creating of pau- 
pers: all those who thus consider, will, I 
am persuaded, see in the annihilation of the 
national debt the means, and the onlymeans, 
of putting a stop to the increase of paupers. 

But, in supposing, that an addition to 
the number of paupers will be made, by the 
throwing out of employment all those per- 
sons who gain a livelihood by furnishing the 
annuitants with Juxuries, Dectus seems to 
have forgotten, that poverty and opulence 
exist merely by comparison; that where 
there are no rich there are:‘no poor ; that it 
is contrary to all experience not to allow, that 
misery tollows luxury as the shadow follows 
the substance; and that, of Course, if you, 
in whatever degree, lessen the quantity of 
juxury, you, in that same degree, lessen the 
quantity of misery, or, at least, of that de- 
scription of misery which tends to the de- 
grading and pauperising of the people True 
as this .is, however, upon a general view, I 
do not:deny: (and I have more than once al- 
lowed it), thatvof the persons who now gain 
their livelihved by furnishing the annuitants 
with) luxuties, aoe would fall from comfort, 
and qyfeatieny Ppulance, te misery, and 


that parasites and place-venders and hired- 
writers, would become paupers I allow, and 
I also allow that French-footmen and Jews 
and {talian singers would be obliged to flee 


| the country ; but, as to all those persons 
| who gain a livelihood, that may be called 


© jJuxuries to the annui- 


honest, by furnishing 


_ tants, no obstacle at all can I see to their 
| being converted to the gaining of a liveli- 


hood by other means. That a slight tem- 


| porary inconvenience may be experienced, 


from a sudden change of the sort how con- 
templated, I do not deny; but, upon the 


| supposition of the total destruction of some 
branches of manufactures (and that is sup- 


ed — Ae ee = A ee 





posing a great deal), there is the lend; there 
are the fields of England, already far too ex- 
tensive for the hands that are to be found for 
their culture, and too szanty in predece 
(owing to a want of cultivation) for the 
mouths that are to be fed from them. There 
are the labours of the field, always inviting 
the labourer, always easily learnt, and 4- 
ways sure to afford a compensation, as well 
to the nation at large as to the individual.— 
But, Decivs, if I understand him rightly, 
seems to think, that the annihilatien of the 
national debt would occasion a falling off in 
the demand even for the nécessaries of life. 
« In the case,” says he; ‘of that class of 
“ annuitants whose income ‘consisted solely 
“* of annuities, and the amount of what w2s 
‘** no more than sufficient for their mainte- 
“ nance; the diminution in ‘the demand 
<¢ would fall principally upon consument le 
“© commodities.” » Does he really ‘think, 
then, that they would -cease to- eat and 
drink? This is a strange opinions for, th<¥ 
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must eat and drink, though, according to 
his own supposition, they become paupers ; 
or, away goes his other argu nent, that the 
pooi-rates would be increased by the neces- 
sity of maintaining them. He will say this 
is cavilling, and that it is evident, that he 
could only mean, that they would consume 
less than they did before. By which, I pre- 
sume, he must mean, that they would con- 
sume less of dainties ; for, as to a suniciency 
of food, that they would still have. But, 
the couseguence pointed at is, that people 
would be thrown eut of employment by this 
decrease in demand. And, does Decius 
really think ;, does.a man, apparently so re- 
flecting think, that there ever will be more 
meat than mouths ? Less. dainties will cer- 
tainly fall.to their share; but, can Decius 
imagine any great national evil that is likely 
to arise from the little-iarmer, who is now 
jothing more than.2 caerer to the annui- 
tants, once or twice a month eating a fowl 
ora goose Wih bis family? Can he imagine 
any groat national evil that is likely to arise 
from the labovrer, who now lives upon bread 
alone,- once or twice.a week having a piece 
of bacon for his dinner? Can he imagine 
any great national evil that is Jikely to arise 
from a change, which would diminish the 
wasie of the pampered footman, the very 
orts of whase plaie the tillers of the land 
would «now devour with voracity? ‘The 
truth is, and it is a truth that needs no aren- 
ment to establish it, that the quantity of food 
produced would be what it now is, with 
Whatever. addition might arise from the 
turning of fooumen and stock-jobbers, and 
other persons now uselessly employed, into 
labourers; and, as to the consumers, all the 
difference would consist in.a more equal and 
just distribution of the things they would 
have to cousume. Hil. Deerus, though 
rather confused in his ideas upon the subject, 
seems to think, that, by the annihilation of 
the national debt, there would be, upon the 
whole, something lost. In one place he 
Says (p. 462), “* you cannot give to the 
" hon-annuitent ad that you take from the 
3 annuitant. It cannot pass, undiminished 

im its value, from one hand to another.” 
And yet, a little farther on, he says, that it 
“ would be a mere transfer of property from 

hand to hand,’ And, then, again, In 
Page 403, he says, that, ‘ considering the 
_, Creat expense that the annuitant must: be 

put to, for the purpose of conferring a 
2 small, and, perhaps, miseralie benefit ou 
e the non-annuitant, there seems to require 
: much stronger reasons than have. hiitberto 
a been.assigned, to justify the measure ia 

question,” As to the reasons which 





ce 








have been assigned for the annihilation of 


the national debt, they have been so often 
stated by me, that [| will not now repeat 
them; but, [ should be glad to hear how 
Decivs would attempt to show, that as 
much, full as much, would not fall into the 
hands of the non-annuitant as was taken 
from the annuitant. Ifyou pay £10 a year 
towards the 30 millions that are annually 
raised on account of the national debt, does 
not the £10remain with you, if the debt be 
annihilated ; and is wot the gain of the 
whole of the non-annuitants equal to the 
loss of the whole of the annnitants? Bur, 
Decius wil] say, perbaps, that the non-an- 
nuitants are far greater in number than the 
annuitants, and tnat, therefore, the Jittle be- 
nefit that each of the former would derive 
from .the measure would be nothing when 
compared to the great injury which each of 
the latter would sustain. ‘The non-annui- 
tants are, as yet, certainly superior in num 
ber; but, the gain of each would not be /it- 
tle when compared to his. means; besides, 
the mass of good, amongst howsoever many 
persons tt inay be divided, does not thereby 
suffer a diminution; and, Drcius always 
leaves out of sight, too, the important con- 
sideration, thatthe poor, that all those who 
do not pay in appearance, who do not direct- 
ly count down the money to tle taxgatherer 
for the annuitant, make indirect payments 
to him, and are, many of them, from this 
cause, reduced from poverty to pauperism. 
——Jt is convenient for the argument ot 
Decivs, toassume, that the number of per- 
sous of property would’ decrease, in conse- 
quence ot the annihilation of the debt, 
though there never has yet appeared a wri- 
ter, who has not been ready to acknowledge, 
that the funding system has caused a great 
decrease in the number of persons of pro- 
perty. * While,” says he, °** the poor- 
‘« rates would be increased, the weight of 
« them would also be increased, by 2 dimi- 
“ nution in the number of persons amongst 
“ whom they would be to be divided.” I 
have already shewn, that taxation and its ac- 
companying luxury and oppression produce 
paupers, aud must necessarily produce pau- 
perss and, of course, that, the cause being 
removed, the effect would cease, It was 
not necessary to show, that the anouitants, 
as such, pay nothing now towards the ‘poor. 
rates, that being a fact which every one nyust 
be acquainted with. The poor-rateS are as- 
sessed upon “the douses and the land ; and, 
does Dectus think in good earnest, that the 
houbes.and the land, or *any part-of theny, 
would. disappear ? But, admitting. that the 
poor-rates were assessed upon al] property, 
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how is the relative weight of them to be in- 


cregsed,, if, according to his own acknow- { 


] -dgemrent,, the total cf the property of the 


nation, i$) not diminished? And, accounting - 


as nothing these objections, to his position, 
does he imagine, that, if the 30 millions a 
year, now taken from the non-annuitants, on 
account otf the mational debt, remained 
amonyst them, that it would not there create 
new persons of property ? Docs he imagine, 
that the effect of it would not be felt ? Does 
he not perceive, that the necessary effect 
would be, to raise, from one rank to another, 
great numbers of, the nan-gnnuitants? Is it 
possible that he gan deny this, in the very 
same breath that he himself states, that the 
measure proposed would be a transfer of 
property from hand to band ? IV. De- 
¢ius acknowledges, that some limit there 
mus! le tothe amount of the taxes that can 
be raised. Jf be mean the nomina/ amount, 
there caa, be no other necessity for a limit 
than that which would arise from a deficiency 
in the power of wordsand of figures to ex- 
press the sum. But, if he mean the real 
amount ; if he mean.the proportion of the 
fruat of the people's labour, taken trom those 
who toil to be enjoyed by those who live in 
idleness ;. if this be what he means, then, 
indeed, © .there must be some limit ;” 
though, it is very hard, Dthink, to reconcile 
this opinion with the position which forms 
the chiet ground. of Deeivus's argument, 
namely, that the nation will be 20 garner by 
abolishing 39 millions of perpetual taxes ; 
because, says he, by such abolition, you take 


away from those who receive the taxes, the | 


means of contributing towards the support of 
the state. Jt this doctrine be sound, where 
is the necessity of any dimié to taxation? 
Why does be tell us, after this, that ‘* there 
“* must be some /imit?’’ There can, in such 
case, need vo limit; or, at Jeast, no other li- 
mit than that within.which the Aumils and 
Zemimdars of Ou pe confine their exactions, 
when-they take all the preduce of the peo- 
ple’s labour, except just enough to keep the 
labourer aliye and in working condition. 
V.. In contemplating the good expected from 
the annibilation of the national debt, De- 
cius, overlooks every thing but the mere pe- 
cuniary gain of those who now possess real 
property and have no possessions in the 
funds; and,/in setting against this gain, the 
‘* great general alarm. and, inconvenience 
** that, would arise from the measure,” he 
‘Comes, tea conclusion, that it would be best 
to leave things as they are. But, in the first 
place, if he be. mistaken in his previously 
tated opinions .about.the effect of the mea- 
sure, there would be.no inconvenience; or 


POLITICAL REGISTER —Nutional Debt. 








[492 
at Jeast no inconvenience other than that 
which may be put upon a level with the 
fighting of a battle in order to prevent’ an 
enemy from conquering the cowntry; and, 
as to the ‘ great general alarm,” what 
could it be for? The measure once resolved 
on and executed, the thing which only a few; 
comparatively speaking, would wish to pre- 
serve, is destroyed, and along with it, the 
very possibility of alarm. Already has the 
alarm begun; but, how few, when com- 
pared with the whole population of the 
kingdom ; how very few are there, who par- 
ticipate, or who, as it spreads, ever will par. 
ticipate, in that alarm? Besides, the death 
of the debt will, I think, be much quieter, 
than Decius seems to apprehend. It is a 
thing, which, if we be not excessively an- 
wise, cannot expose us toa popular convul- 
sion. So naturally will it come of itself, 
and so gradual will be its approach, that it 
will require no small degree of folly or of 
wickedness in the government to render it 4 
public calamity, even for a month. Those 
who are, some for one reason and some for 
another, bent upon maintaining the system 
of funding, always choose to argue, as if it 
was admitted by their opponents, that almost 
every fund-holder has the who/e of: his pro- 
perty in the funds; and, it would seem from 
their representations of the consequences of 
annihilating the debt, that they take it for 


granted, that the funds would be annihilated 


inan hour, and that hour while the fund- 


| holders were asleep. But, is it not in the 


nature of things, that the annihilation should 
come by degrees? The worth of the stock 
depends solely upon public opinion ; as that 
opinion changes with respect to it, it will 
change; and, before any measure can be 
adopted for the annihilation of the debt, the 
stock will have fallen in value more than 
one half. Those who had their all in the 
funds some very few years ago, have, many 
of them at least, already taken care to vest 
a part in real property. It is evident, that, 
in whatever proportion, mens dependence 
for subsistence is upon the funds, they will 
be aliye to causes of suspicion ; and, itis to 
fly in the face of nature as well as of reason 
to argue upon. the supposition, that, when 
the fival annihilation takes ‘place (except 
produced by sudden invasion), there ‘will be 
any considerable number of anmuitants, who 
will thereby be reduced to misery ——Sup- 
posing, however, for argument’s sake; that, 
first'or last, there will be a * great general 
alarm,” we shall not admit,'that there ‘1s no 
promised benefit beyond the mere ‘pecuniary 


gain of the non-arinuitdtit’” We, “who se 


for the annihilation of the debt; see’ ib that 
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tax-gatherers into useful labourers and arti- 
sins; we see the houses of Englishmen 
oace mote their castles ; we see the abolition 
at hundreds ef revenue oaths, the great cause 
of moral depravity in the nation ; we sce 
wealth aud importance once more réserved 
for the brave, the wise, the ingenious, and 
the industrious, and not almost solely to be 
looked for ffom that species of gambling 
called speéulation; we See the minister, be 
he who he may, compelled to listen to the 
voice of the better part of the people, having 
nu jonger the means of carrying into effect 
any measure contrary to that voice; we see 
annihilated a far greater part of the means of 
pecutlation, and especially peculation of that 
sort which is most destructive of the inte- 
rests and honour of a state; we see coin, we 
see something of real value, once more cir- 
culatmg amongst Us.as Money ; we see pro- 
perty Ouce More assuming a visible and tan- 
giule substance that cannot be affected by a 
breath, that cannot be raised or lowered in 
value by rumours of war or of peace ; and. 
we se: the people, the owners of that solid 
pr perty, looking, in the measures of war 
or of peace, not to their own immediate 
gambling gains, but to the general interest 
and honeur of their. country. ‘These are 
what we look for, as the benefits arising 
from the annihilation of the national debt; 
and for these benefits we are willing to meet 
all the a/arm of which Decrus’s imagina- 
tion can possibly furnish him with an idea ; 
and, much more than all the inconvenience, 
supposing it to happen, which he has been 
able to point out. VI. In_ conclusion, 
Decivs observes, that, “* for the vainness of 
“ attempting to tix a limit to the extent of 
“ taxation, we require no further proof 
“than to recollect héew completely have 
‘ failed all the predictions that have hither- 
“to been ventured upon that subject.” As 
to the extent of taxation, I do not know that 
any one has ever predicted, in précise terms, 
the point at which it must stop. But, with 
respect to the national debt, and its effects 
upon the lilerties and relative power and 
safety of the nation; all the predictions have 
been fidlfilled, particularly those of Swirr 
amd of Hume, In‘1791, Parne predicted 
that the debt would be annihilated almost 
instantly; unless a far was imposed upon 
the funds ; in. 1795, he predicted that the 
Bauk of England, whose capital is now a 
Part of the 
Would be obliged 
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measure, the Converting of 150 thousand of | that all those,.who have ventured predictions 


with respect to the national debt, have been 
dreamers, The general prediction | has 
been, that the funding System, from its na- 
tural tenéeney to corrupt thé morals of the 
people, to” produce oppression’ and conses 
quent Inkewarmmess, and levelling every 
power and privilege before the influence off 
the crown, would ruin the’ nation; and, 
though it is not very clear what Decius 
would regard as a situation worthy of the 
namé of run, it is not difficult to suppose, 
that, if Swirer or Huse had been told, that 
the day would come, when France should 
have overrun the Continent of Europe; 
should have placed a king of her own reign- 
ing family in Holland, another in Naples, 
incorporated the rest of Italy with herselt 
ogether with all that part of Europe to the 
West of the Rhine, raised new kings upon 
the almost total annihilation of the House of 
Austria, after having captured Vienna, 
being, at the same time, absolute mistress of 
Spain and Portugal; if they had been told 
this, and had, in proplreey, heard described 
the revenue laws of Prrtr, and the tax-pa- 
pers now sent round to the people, together 
with all the swarms of commissioners and 
assessors and surveyors and inspectors and 
supervisors and excisemen that now exist, 
and all their fanctions and authority, and all 
the attendance and dependence and humilia- 
tion and subjection of the people; if this 
had been foretold to Swirr and Hume, and 
if they. could have seen, in prospect, the 
effacing of the Lillies from the arms of 
England for fear of offending France by re- 
taining that memorial of the bravery of our 
fathers; if they could have known what are 
the national feelings with regard to the pre 
sent negociation, frony which men hope for 
peace, without the siightest hope of honour 
or of future safeiy; if they had been told 
this, if this state of things they could have 
foreseen, would they not have said, without 
waiting for the ultimate consequences; when 
this takes place; then, indeed, will England 
be ruined? To trace this ruin to the na- 
tional debt, as its efficient cause, is not in- 
cumbent upon me, as a defender of the pre- 
dictions of Swirr and. of Hume, because 
they foretold, that such would be: the’ effects 
of that debt ; and, it remams: for Dactus to 
show, that the state of ruin above described 
has arisen from other cattses, that is to say, 
if he still be disposed to maintain that all the 
predictions of those, who ‘have foreboded 





‘evil from the national debt, have “been 


dreatits.. In the early stages of the debt, its 
effects were. clearly foreseen and as clearly 
pointed out; but, it was’ impossible for any 
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man to foresee, or to believe, that it would | 


endure, until the day when Englishmen 
sheuld be brought to render to the tax~-ga- 
therer an account of their property, their 
dealings, and their affairs, not excepting 
those of the most private and even most -se- 
cret nature. That it has so endured is no 
proot of a want of wisdom in those who ven- 
tured the predictions, alluded toby Decrus; 
but, it isa proof of the power of a national 
debt in changing the character, im subduing 
the spirit of a people. 1 predict now, that, 
if the present war continue, the funding 
system, without further great deductions 
from the dividends, cannot last another four 
years; but, if'the character of the people 
were to sink stilllower; if the government 
were, for instance, to take the wao/e of the 
people's property into its own hands, and to 


dole out to each mah what it migbt think - 


sufficient for his maintenance; if, under 
such a ehange, the thing now called the na- 
tional debt were to endure for fifty years to 
come, I should not think my prediction had 
fatied. There is no farm, which does not 
already pay in taxes twice as much as it 
yields to its owner in rent. Whether things 
will go on, until the whole of the revenue is 
"n away in taxes, is mo*. than I can say ; 
but. this lam sure of, thai they must go on 
steu: , and rapidly tow «ds that point, un- 
less ine debt be annihilated; or, at least, 
unless further great deductions from the di- 
vidends are made. 1 have great *satisfac- 
tion in having, by way of conclusion, to ob- 
serve, that, though Decius differs so widely 
from me in opinion, as to the effect of ann'S 
hijating the debt, he has not been either 
foolish or mean enough to hold out any 
hopes from the operation of the Sinking 
Fund, as we guaintly denaminate that part 
of thetaxes, which is laid out annually for 
the purpose of buoying up the funding sys- 
tem. I have also to make my acknowledge- 
ments to him for not having attempted to 
puzzie his readers with the unmeaning talk 
about capiial created by the funds; about 
the facilities which they afford to trade; and 
about the inconvenience that people would 
experience from not having a safe place to 
deposit their money. All these tricks, wor- 
thy only of dealers in humbug, be has scorn- 
ed to have recourse to, and has brought the 
epaestion forward to be decided upon the ac- 
kuowiledged principles of political economy. 
For this i thank him, and however irrecon- 
tileable our opinions may be, I am not with- 
mubhopes that the controversy, before it be 
vended, will have, im _some.degree, contri- 
bated to discovery, of truth, npen.a sub- 
jeer nwitla ‘tespect to which there have been. 


; 
. 





palmed upon the world falsehoods and frauds 
without end. 

Waiccism. In.a subsequent page of 
this sheet will be found,a letter from an an- 
gry Whig. lexpected, that, when-he took 
up the pen again, he would have made an 
effort to prove, that the faction, calling 
themselves Whigs, had really been, at some 
time or other, the friends of the liberties of 
the people. He has not even made such an 
éffort ; and, it will require something more 
than he has said, I think, to convince the 
public, that his former argument had not in 
it all the meanness, which he evidently feels 
to have been detected and exposed in the 
short.remark or two, made by me, in page 
391 of the present volume. He evidently 
feels, that there is no advantage arising to 
him for having taken shelter, under the er- 
mine of the royal robes.. He is.evidently 
ashamed of having taken shelter there, espe- 
cially now that he perceives, that, though 
pinned down as he imagined. me_to be, I 
was not to be caught by him; that I was 
not, by such a device, to be forced into any 
acknowledgement unfavourable to the main 
ground of my argument. He wonders, 
that hrs brother Whig does not answer me. 
But, let him-cease to wonder at that, until 
he has answered his brother Whig, who, at 
the same moment the former is representing 
the present happy reign as the effect of 
Whigism, represents it asa reign of Tory- 
ism. Let them come to a reecnciliation upon 
this point, and then 1 will meet them both 
together. There is a curious distinction 
made by both these gentlemen between the 
principles and the practice of Whigism. But, 
if they will answer, with a simple yea, ‘ft 
nay. this question: are Messrs. SHERIDAN 
and Grey Whigs? Then shall I be able to 
understand them. - This question once un- 
equivocally answered, there wil! be some- 
thing for us to réason from; and, | beg this 
my angry correspondent to observe, that, if 
he decline to answer, I shall take the liberty 
to conclude, that he feels a consciousness of 
the weakness of his cause. There. are, 
and, Ithink, every day’s experience. proves 
it, Do parties in England now, answering: at 
all to the description of Whigs and Tories. 
The motives of such parties have ceased to 
exist ; the very elements for forming them 
arenamore. No man calls himself.a Tory; 
and, if there are some few, who call them- 
selves Whigs, it is -because they ate dupes; 
or deceivets.. Nothing, to be sure, could be 
more sitisfactory,.a$ illustrative of the. true 
principles of Whigism, than the well-known 
fect,that. the imeetings of :the Whig-Ciub, 


which, had: dwindled .downta-20 or 30 
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members previous to’ the change of mmustry 
arose, immediately upon the change, to up 
wards ot 400! * Where thecarcass is, there 
<< will the crows be gathered together ;” 
and, upon the occasion referred to, a fine 
flock of them there was In short, the 
people are not now, to.any considerable ex- 
tent, to be amused by watch-words of party, 
nd vague, though: high-sounding  profes- 





and 
sions. * Will you promise never, in your 
“ whole life, to pocket a sixpence of the 
“ public money?” That is the question to 
put to public men; and not, ‘* are you a 
‘“ Whig or a Tory,” which may mean one 
thing, or another thing, or nothing at all, 
just as it happens to suit the interest or hu- 
mour of the professor. 

Buenos Ayrrs. I expected, that my 
short remarks upoa the capture of this co-- 
lony (see page 455) would draw down upon 
we the wrath of the foolish, and I have not 
been disappointed. I am well aware, that it 
is in vain to reason against the sound and 
sight ot money» The waggon-loads of dol- 
Jars, seat up from Portsmonth, would silence 
forty such writers as Iam: 

“ Proud swetis the tide with ‘loads of freighted ore; 

*“ 4nd shouting fally hails them from her shore.” 

These verses were-quoted upon “the ocea- 
sion of the capture of the galeons; and then, 
as now, to quote them was of no use. Ne- 
vertheless, the Spanish war has added to our 
fares; and, so will the capture of Buenos 
Ayres. Not one jot of relief, not one drop 
of comfort, not one ray of well-grounded 
hope, will the people of England derive from 
tis capture. It will make an addition to 
the taxes; it will add a little more to the 
power of the minister, and take a little more 
from the weight of the people’s voice ; and 
these, in a national point of view, are all the 
eilects it will produce. ——But, why check 
the delusion? Why attempt to check it? 
Because delusion never yet led to good; and 
because, in the present case, it must do 
harm, Because, whatever hope is founded 
upon this capture, as a means of cbtaining 
for us better terms of peace, or advantages 
in conducting the ‘war, will be disappuinted; 
aud, because, after disappointment, men are 
Worse off than ifthey never had hoped. But, 
abgve all othér considerafions, because, to 
exciteany hope of national deliverance, or 
iclef, from the capture of colonies, must 
tend'to withdraw-the attention of the people 
fiona the. means of working out fli¢ir own 
p2.itcal salvation, natil it be too Jate for the 
tmployment: of. those means,——~The cap 
ture has now been known at Paris fot several 
Gays 5 and)/T venture to» ict, tliat, when- 





weer the fact shall be ascertained; it will Ap- | 
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pear, that Napoleon has risen inthis demands 
in consequence of it; and, if the event has 
caused him to doaer his tone, 1 will con- 
sent to have: my judgment put upon a level 
with that of Hiley’ Addington or Lord 
Hawkesbury. 

“ Dexicate Investication.” From 
the following article, which appeared inthe 
Morning Post news-paper of the loth imst., 
it would appear, that the sagacious person, 





who, to the great comfort, no doubt, of 


“‘ the fashionable world,’ conducts that 
print, expects a garlled account of the 
much-talked-of report to be published. 
‘« Though,” says he, “ it is evident to the 
** world,. that the Morning Post. is not re- 
** sponsible for the delay of the publication 
‘** of the report of the important investiga- 
*€ tion which has so Jong occupied so much 
** of the public attention, we are, and al- 
** ways have been, anxious to give our rea- 
“ders all possible information on this in- 
‘€ resting subject. We heard some time 
** since, and our information is corrobora- 
‘* ted by a publication whice has just made 
‘its appearance, that the delay has been 
* occasioned by the doubt entertained by 
‘ the illustrious Printess, of the authority 
‘mot the report, owing to (hoextraordinary 
‘© mauner in which it hadbéen tran«mitted 
*€ to her. On sending it to His Majesty, 
“* however, her Royal Highness became 
‘« satished that it was a correct copy ; and 
*€ at her particular desire, it is Dow. pre- 
“* paring for publication, as we have al- 








“ ready stated, ly two eminent Larristers. 
‘“ We are also informed. that the disre- 
“ spectful manner in which the report was 
*€ transmitted to her Royal Highness, has 
** induced a reprimand from the highest 
“« quarter. We thank a correspondent for 
“* his liberal suggestion on this subject; and 
‘* attached as we inviolably are to the prin- 
“* ciples of justice and the cause of truth, 
‘ we trust ‘he will not find himself dis; - 
“* pointed in the expectations he forms of 
« the salutary effects of our exposure of the 
** designs of a rade writer, who, ia the 
‘€ baseness of his nature, has become the 
“« ready advocate of the calumpiators of a 
virtuous and much injured Princess, and 
the rankest enemy cf royalty itsel!.”-—— 
This is the clumsiest advocate that ever caupe 
was cursed with. Angelic psrity would 
hardly escape untarnished from his defence. 
He has been exliorted, over-and over again, 
to forbear. He has been exposed; defeated’, 
laugired at, till one would think it impossible 
that lie should ever again hold up his head. 
He seems determined tovfulfil the proverb : 
Though thou shoaldest bray a fool ina 
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‘« mortar, still will h= come out a fool,” 
What: ‘else (supposing him really well-dis- 
posed towards the Princess) could have in- 
duced him:to state to the world (falsely, no 
doubt) that hee Royal Highvess had set fro 


tarristers to work, to prepare the report for | 
Avreport, observe, drawn up | 
| expressing, at the same time, their indigna- 
' tion at the arrogance of Lord ‘i'eMpPLs, in 


publication ? 
by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Grenville, and 
Lord Spencer! Why not send it at once to 
the press? Why employ lawyers to prepare 
that which is already tinished? If we bad 
been told, that two barristers had been 
employed to comment upon it; to explain 
certain parts of it; to send it forth bolstered 


up at head and foot with remarks; that in- | 


deed, we could have understood ; but, that 
two barristers shouldbe employed to prepare 
for mere pu/:lieatzon, a report, made under 
such authority, is altogether incompreben- 
sible. 
were not,;is there any man foolish enough 
to believe; is the editor of the Morning 
Post, though that, indeed, isa strong in- 
stance; but is even he foolish enouzh to be- 
lieve, that such a publication would not be 
the laughing-stock of the world? No, 


10. 


short of , that will satisfy me.——- there are, 


I am informed by the advertisements in the 


news-papers, no less than three pamp/i/ets, 
either published, or about to be published, 
with the view, as the writers of them pre- 
tend, to defend the Princess of Wales against 
what they are pleased to term my aitacks ;. 
upon which I shall, for the present, only 
say, God send her Royal Highness a safe 
deliverance from such defenders ! 
Hamrsmirxe Erecrion.—On Thursday, 
the 25th instant, a meeting took place at 
Winchester, in consquence of a public ad- 
vertisement, stating, that, im consequence 
of acommunication, made by Lord Temple 
to Sir William Heathcote, the latter wished 
to put his friends and the friends of the in- 
dependence of the county, in possession of 
what related to that communication. 
Amongst the resolutions that were passed, 
by one of the most respectable meetings that 
ever took place in any’ county in England, 
was one, ordering to be printed, and circu- 
lated to every freeholder in the county, a 
narrative (written by Sir William Heath- 
cote) of what passed between him and Lord 
Temple ; and also a letter of Lord Temple, 
explaining the communication made by him 
to SirWilliam. | The -information derived 
from these papers was, that Lord Temple 
had; om the part of the ministry, communi- 
cated to Sir William Heathcote, their wish 
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The fact must be false; for, if it | 


We sha!], J trust, have the whole of | 
the report, and the whole of the evidence | 
too; tor, I will speak for myself. nothing | 
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to suffer him to retain his seat, he mot ja. 
ving ophosed them in parliament); and, their 
resolution to set up a menaber against J/r, 
Chute, who had apposed them in parliament. 

The meeting, upon recciving this) in- 
formation, came to an unanisnous resolution, 
to support Mr. Cuurz at the next election, 


daring thus to threaten the county to recuce 
it, in effect, to the situation of a ministerial 
borough. ‘This resolution was introdnecd 
by an excellent speech from Sir Hixey 
Mitpmay, who, in most appropriate terms, 
described the insult offered ta the county, 
and who, in speaking of Mr. Cnuvs, sta- 
ted, that though this was the thir parhia- 
ment of which that gentleman had Leey a mei 
ber, he never had, during the whole time, 
asked, or received, of any minister, any one 


favour either for himself, or any of his rela- 


tions. The ministry having pat up two 
members, namely, ise third son of Lord 
Caernarvon, and Mx. Tutstirrawatre of 
Southwick, the next object of the mecting 
was to fix upon a colleague for Mr. Cuuts 
(Sir William Heathcote having expressed 
his intention not tostand again) ; aud, after 
a few minutes consiteration, Sir Henry 
MizpMay was called for. There was hot 
time for a final determination ; but, a. se- 
cond resolution was unanimously passed, 
that Sir Henry Mitpmay shoald be re- 
quested to join Mx. Cuvurer, and that a 
canvass should be immediately set on foot in 
their behalf, The language and conduct 
of Mr Cuure were. what we would natu- 
rally have expected from his appearance, 
which was that of a plain, honest, sensible, 
country gentleman. Both the language and 
conduct of Sir Wiiliam Heathcote were, I 
am sorry to say it, of a very different de- 
scription. Hesitating, faultering, incon- 
sistent, and, indeed, just what it ought 
not to have been. Owing to his.age, the 
gentleness of his character, and his acknow- 
ledged infirmities, there was a very general 
inclination to excuse him ; but, fully to jus- 
tify him was impossible. It was a truly 
shocking exit!——The meeting seemed to 
be animated with a spirit that would not 
bave disgraced former times and better days. 
The power of the ministers in the Dock- 
yards has had great weight in destroying the 
freedom of the county of Hants; but, this 
intolerable.dictation from such a man.as 
Temple, seems to have roazed men from 
their lethargy,;, it seems to, have yet 
their eyes, and made. them” lookback a0 
reeive the fearful height from which they 
ae insensibly fallen. 7 «0 jo. 
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WHIGGISM. 

Srp ; T was much disappeinted in not 
seeing in your last number, ‘a few remarks 
on your sentiments respecting the principles 
of Whiggism, which, if your able corre- 
spondent, who signs hiniself a Friend to 
Freedom had condescended to answer, Iam 
sure he would most satisfactorily have proved 
that to those principles a/one are Eng}ish- 
men indebted for the establishment of that 
liberty, which they now so fully enjoy.—— 
Before I attempt to notice any of vour re- 
marks, I cannot refrain from expressing my 
sstonishment at the very extraordinary and 
most curious logical deduction, which you 
attribute to me, on that part of my letter in 
which I asked, whether the principles that 
produced the ¢lorious revolution, and placed 
the present King on the throne as the guar- 
dian of the people’s rights and liberties, were 
principles to be combatted by you.——Such 
logic, Mr. Cobbett, is very far above my ca- 
pacity, I must, therefore, resign the honour 
of itto you; and, I do think, that more ap- 
propriate epithets cannot be bestowed on its 
author, than those assigned by yourself, 
when you say, admirable logician ! Candid, 
and above all things man/y disputant. Can- 
did and manly in the highest degree are your 
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endeavours to pervert the plain meaning of | 


nty words, and how you can possibly say 
that neither of your correspondents attempt 
to prove that any real Whigs ever existed, 
after I had stated as a decided fact recorded 
in history, that to the exertion of the Whigs 
at the revolution, we were indebted for all 
the blessings we now enjoy.—Now, Sir, | 
will ask you afier a re-perusal of my former 
letter, whether agreeably to the plain con- 
struction of it, instead of your excellent Jo- 
gical deduction, any thing more could be in- 
tended to be expressed, than that the Whigs 
at that vreat event established our Jiberties 
on a solid foundation, by the expulsion of 
the tyrannical race of the Stuarts, and 
placing other persons on the throne, who 
were notin the immediate succession, and 
among them: our present King, as the de- 
fenders of the people’s rights and liberties. — 
To real genuine Whig principles, I should 
suppose all your readers will attribute the 
Bill of Rights and the Habeas Corpus Act. 
If not to Whig principles, are you of opi- 
mon,‘ that ‘we are indebted to the ‘Tories for 
them? ‘The establishment of the national 
debt considering the circumstances of the 
limes, aS it increased the security “of the new 
poverament, was in my humble opinion:a 
Pom my of policy, and had a great ef- 
a iw preserving our ‘liberties: arid; can 
‘ot believe, that by etitertaining this opi- 
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nion, T am precluded from reprobating the 
creat increase of it by extravagant and wick’ 
ed ministers No House of Commons since: 
the revolution, has, perhaps, ever refused oto 
vote the money required by the Gitlerent 
ministers, but have they suffered any hing to 
raise it without their consent; nor, dodever: 
recollect that any parliament had the .imfa- 
mous disgrace attached to it, of »voting the 
King’s proclamation to have the feree of 
law, which, [ believe, was the case. before 
that event took place. 1 have no odonbt, 
Sir, of your recollecting, that during the very 
short administration of Lord Rockingham 
and his Whig friends, the expenditure of the 
civil list was regulated, that many useless 
offices were abolished, contractors were ex- 
cluded from seats in parliament, and-reve- 
nue officers from voting at elections. These, 
Sir, appear to me to be the actions of reat 
Whies, and that they have taken place not 
quite seventy years azo is pretty certain. 
1 catinot compliment you upon your great 
discernment, when you suppose that one of 
your correspondents is a Whig in place, and 
the other out of place ; as for myself, I can 
only say, that so far from being in place, I 
know my inability disqualifies me for it, and 
I can assure you that may princ iples would 
prevent my ever accepting, from any miuis- 
ter whatever, any emolument, that should 
disgrace me by adding to the burthens of the 
yeople. Your great abilities are sufficient to 
make the bad appear the better cause, but I 
would wish to ask you Whether the revolu- 
tion, which, I think, you admit to be the 
work of the Whigs, has benefit d this coune 
try or not, or, whether you prefer the con 
duct of the kine and parliament before that 
event, to that of those since. Highly and 
sincerely as I venerate the principles of 
Whiggism, I have the honour to subscribe 
myself with great sincerity. Your «most 
obedient servant, A Wuic.—Sept. 17, 
1806. 














SINKING FUND. 

Sir ;—There are, no doubt, many ways in 
which the sinking fand may be wiewed ; but 
as your correspondent J. T. had pointed out 
one particular way by which its advantages 
and disadvantages were to be diseovered and 
estimated, I thought proper in my. last to 
confiie myself to the refutation of that par- 
ticular proposition, viz. that’ the Sinking 
Fund established in this: country faqrthe ret 
dertiption’ of its national debt oas such. ‘was 
completely inaffective ; and that indvicy bors 
rowed in the usual way/byleats, ~woluldcost 
the government a5 much as the sinking fond 
would: produce ity aigiven tide yctheat is, af 
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ten millions. are borrowed annually, for 14 ; of any such distinction,ythe advantages ari- 


years, that.asinking fund having at its com- 
mand 10. millions annually for the same 
time, will doa.no more than liquidate such 
debt. Now this isan assertion so wild, that 
I am surprised.it ever could have been made 
by such a man as J. T. particularly as he 
does pot write for the information of such 
minds and such menas Mr. Fox ; no, such 
men must at the very first view see its ab- 
surdify ; but it is for men who are not gifted 
with that wonderful penetration and acu- 
men, that such men as J, Tt. and Mr. Fox 
are supposed to bein possession of, that he 
writes, and this accounts for tse extreme 
trouble he appears to have given himselt to 
elucidate the subject he writes upon. He 
says, in hisletter of the 2d of July, ‘‘ I de- 
mand in the name of common sense, wha 
real difference can exist between borrowing 
10 millions without repurchasing, or twenty 
millions of which the commissioners are to 

chase half the amount?” That there is 
2 real difference I hope I..shall be able to 
show, and I think even upon his own ground 
of argument ; andthe metbed I shall adopt 
to shew this, will be to consider the nation 
in. the same point of view, J, would consider 
an individual ; for, if I donotvery much 
mistake this writer, that\is the way in 
which he has considered the subject; but 
there are many teasons, I conceive, why the 
natign ought not to be considered on this 
particular subject, and one tery prominent, 
is, that money received in the way of taxes 
by a government, is not received as money 
to be returned, but as money, for which 
those who pay it have received a valuable 
consideration, in the being protected in 
their, liberties, lives, and property ; (some 
people no doubt may be inclined to laugh at 
this, but let me beg of them to keep their 
risibiJity within due bounds, for we must 
suppose, in this case, that the money has 
been so employed) it is the price of pro- 
tection, and may not be cousidered unlike 
the money we pay to insure our property in 
ease of fire : as such it appears to me an evi- 





€. 





deut and clear distinction; but, independent 


sing from money employed at compound over 
that of simple interest,,are of a magnitude 
sufficient to render it incredible to those who 
have not given themselves. the trouble to 
prove it by figures; I will therefore endea. 
vour to shew what would be the result of 
an individual borrowing 20 millions annually 
for 14 years, 10 millions of which J wil] 
suppose he expends in the common and ne- 
cessary concerns of his estate, and the re- 
maining 10 millions he annually places out 
at compound interest; and {I will further 
suppose that he is likewise obliged to bor- 
row the money to pay the interest upon the 
20 millions he annually receives. And 
though this might possibly be the case with 
an individual, 1 do not conceive that it can 
with any the least propriety be applied to 
a nation, and therefore a nation can borrow 
money under more favourable circumstances, 
than is possible for an individual to do; but 
as soine of your correspondents on this sub- 
ject have given in the Register some very 
elaborate discussions upon the action and 
reaction of money borrowed in this way by 
a nation, and conceiving that it my in some 
measure be an answer to many arguments 
that have been advanced on this:subject, I 
shall carry it to a point beyond which, I 
think, it cannot be carried as a matter of 
fact, but must be vague and uncertain con- 
jecture. A. agrees to. Jet B. have 20 mil- 
lions of money annually for 14. years, for 
which B. is to pay an interest of 5 per cent. 
per annum, but the time arrives when B. 
is to pay the interest on the first 20 mil- 
lions ; to do this he is obliged to apply to a 
third person, say C. for the loan of one mil- 
lion to pay the interest, and for which he 
is to pay 5 per cent. per annum, the second 
time of payment arrives when B. is obliged 
to have recourse to the same means, and he 
must then have two millions, and so on in- 
creasing one million every year. ‘till at the 
end of the 14 years, at which ‘time he will 
find himself in debt. to the amount of 
ipa will appear by the figures 
below. 





ist year, 20,000,000 interest on do for Ist 1,000,000 do 2d year 10,000 


2d do 20,000,000 Istand 2d do 


3d.do 20,000,000 do 3d 
4th.do 20,000,000. . do 4th 
5th do 20,000,000 do 5th 


6th do 20,000,000 do 6th 
7th do 20,000,000 do 7th 

. 8th do, 20,000,000... do 8th 

oth do. 20,000,000 . do Oth 
: jOth do 20,000,000 do 10th 


Money borrowed. £&. £ 
2,000,000 2d do 160,000 
3,000,000 do 150,000 
4,000,000 do 200,000 
5,000,000 do 250,000 
6,000,000 do 300,000 
7,000,000... . ..do-. 350,000 
8,000,000 do“ 400,000 
9,000,000 dea 450,000. 


10,000,000 de 500,000, 
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11th year 20,000,000 interest 11th year 11,000,000 do 550,000 
12th do 20,000,000 do 12th 12,000,000 do 600,000 
13th do 20,000,000 do 13th 13,000,000 do 650,000 
14th do 20,000,000 do 14th 14,000,000 do 700,000 

280,000,000 105,000,000 5,250,000 


105,000,000 first interest 
5,250,000 second do. 





390,250,000 





The above 1s the whole principal and in- 
terest of 20 millions for 14 years, 10 mil- 
lions of which may be considered as sunk 
and gone, and the remaining 10 millions to 


amount of whieh, will besfound to be about 
205,700,000, and which, deducted from 
300,250,000, leaves a balance against B. 


have bee employed at compound interest, the 
) 


184,550,000. Now if only 10 millions an- 


Receipt of 14 years 280,000,000 first interest on do 105,000,000 second do’ 5,250,0¢ 


of 








—_—-——-— eo or 





nually have been borrowed instead of 20, 
B. would have had a debt of 105,125,000 
and therefore by the operation of compound 
interest, he would in the 14 years have gain- 
ed the difference between 184,550,000 and 
195,125,000, which is 10,575,000 But 
continue this system for 28 years more, mak- 
ing from its commencement 42 years; let 
us see what would be the result. 


The operation of the first 14 years brought forward. 


-f? 


L. 











15th do 20,000,000 do 15th year 15,000,000 do 750,000 
16th do - 20,000,600 do 16th 16,000,000 do 800,000 
17th do 20,000,000 do 17th 17,000,000 do 850,000 
18th do 20,000,000 do 18th 18,000,000 do QO0,000 
19th do 20,000,000 do 19th 14,000,000 do 050,000 
20th do 20,000,000 do 20th 20,000,000 do 1,000,000 
2ist do 20,000,000 do 2tst 21,000,000 do 1,050,000 
22d do 20,000,000 do 22d 22,000,000 do 1,100,000 
23d do 20,000,000 do 23d 23,000,000 do 1,150,000 
24th do” 20,000,000 do 24th 24,000,000 do 1,200,000 
25th do 20,000,000 do 25th 25,000,000 do 1,250,000 
26th do 20,000,000 do 26th 20,000,000 do 1,500,000 
27th do 20,000,000 do 27th 27,009,000 do 1,350,000 
28th do 20,000,000 do 28th 28,000,000 do 1,400,000 

560,000,000 496,000,000 19.300,000 
20th do 20,000,000 29,000,000 do 1 450,000 
30th do 20,000,0f 0 30,000,000 do 1,500,000 
3ist do 20,000,000 31,000,000 do 1,550,000 
32d do 29,000,000 32 000,000 do 1,600,008 
33d do 20,000,000 33,000,000 do 1,050,000 
34th do 20,000,000 34,000,000 do 1,700,000 
35th do 20,000,000 35,000,000 du 1,750,000 
36th de 20,000,000 36,000,000 do 1,800,000 
37th do 20,000,000 37 0,000 do —*:1,850,000 
38th do 20,000,000 383660,000 do 1,900,000 
39th do 20,000,000 30,000,000 do 1,050,000 
40th do 20,000,000 40,000,000 do 2,000,000 
Alst do 20,000,000 41,000,060 do 2,050,C0O0 
42d do. 20,000,000 42,000,000 do 4,100,000 

840,000 O00 903,000,000 43,150,000 


| 


fay) 


003,000,000 Ist inferest 


43,150,000 2d" do 


end 





Mekispe.cam of 1796,150,600; ‘abit’ this 
‘s the whuls bf the debt and ibeuthberance 
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B. has brdéught dipon‘his estate, (a8 to the 
expenses of mafageinent, &¢. that is a 
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subject quite foreign to a calculation like 
this) and the only thing to which he can 
Jook for relief, is-the money that has been 
employed at compound interest; at the end 
of the first 14 years that Bad produced 
tlie sam ‘of 205,700,000, which in the 
second 14 years would double itself bearing 
411,4004100; and the second 40 millions, 
being employed as the first 10 millions were, 
would prodnee in the 14 years, 205,700,000 
making an aggregate sum of 617,100,000: 
and this sam is to be pliced against the sum 
of 985,300,000, leaving B. in debt to the 
amount of 386,200,000. But to shew the 
advantageof employing money in this way, 
it may be necessary to repeat merely what 
has been said above cpon the first 14 years : 
the anitount; them, of B’s/ debt, if he had 
only borrowed 10 millions annually instead 
of 20, wotld have the’ exact half of the 
aggregate sum of 985,300,000, and which 
is 492,650,000. But it willbe found to be 
only 386,200,000. . Being a balance in fa- 
vour of B. af 106,500,000, arising solely 
from ‘having adopted the above mode.— 
Thus it will be seen in the first 14 years, 
the gain is’ only one-twentieth of the debt 
that has been contracted: in the second 14 
years, the increase in favor of the debtor is 
wonderful, being one-ninth of what he 
owes. But what shall -we'say to the opera- 
tioh of ‘the third 14 years}, which increases 
the fund at compound interest to within 
one-fifth of the whole debt, and which is a 
clear gain of 546 millions im the 42 years.— 
But it may be as necessary to shew, how by 
the operation of the third 14 years, this is 
accomplished ‘as it was to shew how the 
advantages from the two preceding periods 
ot 14 years each arose.—lIt will be seen by a 
reference to the figures, that. 20 millions 
borrowed annually for 42 years, will amount 
to 640 millions; and the interest on 
tha sum, so borrowed, will amount to 
G03 ,000,000 in that period, and the second 
interest arising from a supposition, that the 
money, to pay the interest on the different 
Joans must likewise be borrowed. — My 
reasons for including that interest, I have 
previously stated, and though it might not 
be improperly included in the calculation of 
an individual, I think it quite inapplicable 
t® a money transaction wherein the nation 
s the borrower.—lf therefore that sum 
iwhich arises from the second interest (and 
Which’ is 48,150,000), were left out of the 
calculation, the advantages fron enyploying 
money in the way above stated, would be 
still, greater; atthe end, then, of 42 years 
the ‘accoant woald stand’ in the following 
iantier|!) ic” | 


tad 


he 





[Sos 
Aggregate of loans for42 years 
at 20 millions annually =4°840,000,000 


Interest on do. at 5 per cent. do. 903,000,000 
Second interest “-..+ = = 43,000,000 





1786,150,000 





— 


Supposing 10 instead of 20 
millions as above stated had 
been borrowed, the aggre- 
gate of debt then would 
have been only - + + 893,075,000 

But by the application of 10 
millions at compound in- 
terest, and which has pro- 
duced the stim. of 
1439,900,000 ; the differ- 
ence between this sum and 
the sum of 1786,150,000 
in what B. is in debt at the 
end of the 42 years, and 
which is 347 millions- - 

Now, if nomoney had beeu 
employed at compound in- 
terest, and 10 millions had 
been borrowed annnally for 
42 years, B's. debt would 
then be as stated above, viz. 
890 millions; and, there- 
fore, thediffereuce between 
these two sums is what has 
been gained and whichis - . 546,075,000 


347 ,000,000 





It may not be unimportant to state in round 
numbers, what would be the effect of extend- 
ing this system to a period of 14 years be- 
yond the above, making in the wholea term 
of 50 years. By which it would be found 
that the debt contracted, in the 56 years 
would be 2,793,700,000, and the annual 10 
millions at compound interest, would in the 
56 years produce the sum of 3,085,500,000, 
leaving a balance in favour of 13 after liqu- 
dating all the debt, the sum of 291,800,000. 
Such is the benefit arising frem money em- 
ployed at compound. inierest, and another 
very singular advantage is,, it requires no0.ca- 
pital to begin with, it begins a borrower aud 
so it continues until it has paid, back all 1 
received, its principal requisite is audit, aud 
so far, and particularly so te any. extent, | 
is inepplicable to any but a nation. Refer- 
ring to the figures, at the period of 42 years 
it will be found, 44 millions annually wil 
be required to keep this machine 1p, mower. 
42 millions for the first, and 2 anillions. tor 
the second interest, and though the;preceding 
years would not require so much, still # m3¥ 
be said the annual supply it would requue 
more than any nation could _bear,—and ast 
being the case, it is am absurdity)te propos¢ 


~~ Se ee ~— * 


-_— an Ce ae ee Ue ae CU 





[508 309] 
ccheme, knowing and acknowledgiug at 

‘se same time, vou have not the means nor 
the power to carry it into effect. Bat, to 
answer this objection, it is the principle that 
cought after in the above calculation, 
taken at any intermediate point, its opera- 
‘ion will be equally conclusive; suppose, 
ir instance, one twentieth part, say one 
million instead of 20, ivide the sums by 
20, the principle will be found to have the 
ane effect, differing only in magnitude, 














075,000 sdopting then-this mode of redaction, it will 
be tound instead of having a gross sum of 
‘740 millions at the eid of 42 years, it 
would be only 87 millions, and the annual 
jjierest upon that sum is about 4 millions ; 
aid in a similar Manner would the money at 
mpound interest be reduced from 1400 
millions to 71 millions, and leave a balance 
of real debt of only 15 millions, take-5 mil- 
ind employ itin the same way, its effect 
000,000 uc foond-to bear in every part alike pro- 
poriion. If this system had been adopted at 
the commencement of borrowing money 
for national purposes, the debt of this coun- 
try, would not, as it does at this day appear 
to many such a hideous spectre. But the 
question is, not what would have been the 
situation of the country, if such, and such 
means had been adopted; but what. the 
we country is now with respect ‘te this part of 
75,000 its concerns, and here we firid it has a debt 
sa of about 600 millions, and aii it has got to 
sy discharge the debt is about 200 millons, and 
i ans the main question turns upon this 
ey adil ares whether it is better to continue to 
found owe the 600 millions and pay the simple iil- 
a terest upon that sim, Gr to give up ai) the 
oe nathan. arising from the 200 millions 
Kye eing employed as they are at compound in- 
»,000, terest. ‘The advantages of keeping this 200 
ol millians so employed, is what I have been 
),000. endeavouring to shew, whether I have shewn 
5 ane 7 thing like this I must Jeave to others to 
~ a RG Thus, Sir, I have been induced 
~ oh 0 trouble you at this Jength, by way of 
ted proving what I advanced before on this sub- 
all it ject in a former letter, not that I think it ab- 
and a hecessary to convince you or many 
it, it tls readers, for I am convinced if the 
~< hind is at all directed te the subject, nothing 
to can be more easy.‘ But, because J think it 
will Recessary that something more than mere 
— ren should me @ subject like this. 
for She rr yours, é&e. A. i. London, 
ding ‘Dp 's “ 806: . 
nay eit’ eh: ee not be improper to'observe 
C15 of Mr 4 tier was begun before the decease 
that mt he Ox. RS 
ose . Exe Se 
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London Gaxette Extraordinary, date* 

Downing street, September 3th, 1800, 

Dispatches, of which the following, are . 
copies and extracts; have this day been re- 


| ceived at the office of the Right Hon. Wil+ 


liam Windham, one of; His Majesty's. Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, fram Major Gene- 
ral Beresford, commanding a,detachment of 
His Majesty's troops in. South America, 
Fort of Buvnos Ayres, July, 2, 1806, 
Sir; I had the honor to communicate .to 
you, by my letter dated the 30th,April, the 
circumstances of my arriva! at, St, Helena, 
and the result of the application to the hon, 
the Governor of that place for troops.—Lhe 
fleet sailed thence the 2d of May, and after 
a most unexpected Jong. passage ‘mace. Cape 
St. Mary on the 6th of June: blis Maesty’s 
ship Narcissus had been dispatched frony the - 
fleet on the 27th of May, and Sir, Home 
Popham thought it right to proceed ia her 
for the purpose of making himselt acquaiat- , 
ed with the navigation of the river, that no. 
delay might occur in proceeding immediate- 
ly on the arrival of the troops to such place 
as our information should induce us first.to 
attack. I had sent captain Kennet of the 
Royal Engineers -(not liking myself to leave 
the troops) in the Narcissus, to make such 
reconnoitring of the enemy's places on the 


'yiver, as circumstances would.adnut : and 


to collect every possible information .con- 


| cerning them, and the strength of the ene- 





my at the several places—From fogs and 
beffing winds we did not miect the Nar- 
cissus until the sixth day after our arrival in 
the river, and I had there the satisfaction tg 
seein company with her the Ocean trans- 
port, which had parted from us previous to 
our going to St. Helena. .Sir Home Pop- 
ham and myseli immediately consulted whe- 
ther it would be better first to attack the 
town of St. Philip of Monte-Video, or Bue- 
nos Ayres, the capital af the provinces ; and 
after niuch reasoning, we determined to pros 
ceed against Buenos Ayres, which made it 
necesary toremove from the line of battle 
ships, the troops and marines, and such sea- 
men as were incorporated with the latter, 
ang others that bad ‘been practised to arms 
during the passage, into the transports, and 
His Majesty’s ship Narcissus, which was ef- 
fected on the 16th ult. and though then only 
about ninety miles from Buenos Ayres; still 
though to his skill Sir Home Popham added. 
the’ most persevering zeal andassiduity, yet 
from fogs, the intricacy of the navigation, 
and ¢ontinual opposing . winds, ;it was mot 
until the 24th, at night, thet reached. eppe- 
site to it} 2 We found ourselves, the next 
morning, about eight miles from the dant 





| ot Quilmes, where I proposed landing, 
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having been informed by an Englishman, 
who was pilot for the river, and who had 
been taken by the Narcissus out of a Portu- 
guese vessel, that it was an excellent place, 
and an ezsy access from it into the country. 
As soon as the wind would permit, on the 
25th Sir Hume Popham took the shipping as 
near as it was possible for them to go; and 
at a convenient distance for disembarking, 
which was effecied in the course of the af- 
ternoon and night, and without any opposi- 
tion: the enemy remaining at the village of 
Reduction, on a height about two miles from 
us in our front: the whole intermediat 
space,as well as to the right and left, being a 
perfect flat; but my guide informed me that 
though in winter it was impassable, it was 
then very practicable, and easy for guns to 
pass.—It was eleven o'clock in the morning 
of the 26th, before I could move off my 
ground, and the enemy could, from _ his posi- 
tion, have counted every man | had; the 
numbers as per margin*. He was drawn 
up along the brow of a bill, on which was 
the village of Recuction, which covered bis 
right flank, and his force consisted princi- 
pally of cavalry, (I have been since informed 
two thousand,) with eight tield pieces. The 
nature of the ground was such, that [ was 
under the necessity of going directly to bis 
front ; and to make my line, as much as I 
could, equal tovhis, I formed all the troops 
into ene line, except Ue St. Helena infantry 
of ene hundred and fiffy men, which I 
formed one hundred and twenty yards in the 
rear, with two field pieces, with orders to 
make face to the right or left, as either of 
our flanks should be threatened by his ca- 
valry. 1 had two six-pounders on each 
flank, and two howitzers m the centre of the 
first line. In this order, I advanced against 
the enemy, and after we had got within 
range of his guns, a tongue of swamp crossed 
out front, and obliged me to halt whilst the 
guns took a small circuit to cross, and which 
was scarcely performed when the enemy 
Opened their field pieces on us, at first well 
pointed, bnt as we advanced at a very quick 
rate, in spite of the boggy ground that very 
soon obliged us to leave all our guns behind, 
his fire did us but Htrle injury. The 7Ist 
regiment reaching the bottom of the heights 
in a pretty good line, seconded by the mz2- 
rine battalion, the enemy would not wait 
their nearer approach, but retired from the 
brow of the Imil, which our troops gaini: 


Hing, 
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* See the “ actual state of the troops, 
&ec.” at the end of this letter. 








and commencing a fire of small arms, he fed 
with precipitation, leaving to us four field. 
pieces and one tumbril, and we saw nothing 
inore of him that day.—I halted two honys 
on the field to rest the troops, and to make 
arrangements for taking with us the enemy's 
guns and our own, which had now, by the 
exertions of Captain Donnelly, of his Ma- 
jesty’s ship Narcissus, been extricated fro 
the bog. He had accidently landed, and ac- 
companied the troops, ‘on seeing them ad- 
vanee to the enemy, and I am much indebt- 
ed to him for his voluntary assistance.———] 
then marched in hopes of preventing the ce- 
struction of the bridge over the Rio Chy 
a river at this season of the year not forda! 
and which lay between us and the city ; <) 
tant from it about three miles, and ejeht 
from our then situation; and though I used 
every diligenee, I had the mortification to 
see it in fiames Jong before I could reach it. 
I halted the troops for the night a mile from 
it, and pushed on three companies of the 
7ist, under Lieutenant Colonel Pack, with 
two howitzers, to the bridge, to endeavour to 
prevent its total destruction. {f accompenied 
this detachment, but on reaching the bridge 
found it entirely consumed; amd as the 
enemy during the night was heard bringing 
down guns, I withdrew the detachment be- 
fore light, as their position was thought too 
open and exposed to the enemy’s fire, who 
had at nine o'clock, cn hearing some of our 
soldiers go to the river to get water, opened 
a fire from their guns, and a considerable 
line of infantry.—As soon as it was light ! 
sent Captain Kennet of the engineers to re- 
connoitre the sides of the river, and found 
that on our side we had little or 10 cover to 
protect us, whilst the enemy were drawn up 
behind hedges, houses, and in the shipping 
on the opposite bank, the river not thirty 
yards wide © As our situation and circum- 
stances could not admit of the least delay, ! 
etermined to force the passage, and for that 
purpose ordered down the field pices, 
which, with the addition of those taken from 
the enemy the day before, were eleven (one 
I had spiked and ieft, not being able to bring 
it off), to the water's edge, and ordered tue 
infantry to remain in the rear, under cove, 
except the light company and grenadiers | f 
the 71st. As our guns approached, the 
enemy opened<a very ill directed fire from 
great guns and musqueétry; ‘the former soa 
ceased afier our fire opened, the latter was 
keptup for more than half an “hour, but 
though close to us, did us but little or'no '- 
jury, so ill was it directed. [To be continuet. 
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